Oxford, &c.: Pergamon Press 1962 German medical literature holds many important contributions dealing with the topic of aphasia. It is difficult for the reviewer to understand why this particular monograph has been selected for translation into English. Professor Karl Kleist has been responsible for much that has been of interest to psychiatry and neurology, but his researches and reflections upon the topic of language were never outstanding.
This little work seems to belong to a bygone era in which it was incumbent upon the neurologist to record as fully as he could the most striking clinical features of a speech-impaired patient, and then subsequently to make a detailed study of the principal lesion as found at post-mortem. The danger came when the attempt was then made to correlate the one set of findings with the other, and thereafter to draw theoretical conclusions within the sphere of linguistic philosophy. It is here that Kleist's slim volume founders, and Lord Brain's brief introduction would seem to suggest a guardedeven reluctant -tribute to a distinguished and much respected author. Electrodiagnosis and Electromyography edited by Sidney Licht MD 2nd ed pp xiii+470 illustrated $12.00 New Haven, Conn.: Elizabeth Licht 1961 In its second edition this book has several additional chapters and many of the previous chapters have been brought up to date. It sets out to be the authoritative text and reference manual of its subject and to such end the whole field of electrical methods of investigation of the lower motor neuron is comprehensively studied. Thus the first section includes an interesting historical survey, a chapter on the electronic methods used (much improved in this edition), the basic physiology of muscle, the pathological changes in degeneration and an excellent new chapter on intravital terminal nerve fibre and endplate staining. The second section deals with various electrodiagnostic procedures such as chronaxy measurement, strength-duration curves and measurement of nerve conduction velocity and these are well covered. In the other chapters, however, there is much overlap of material and firmer editing would be of advantage. The illustrations are in the main excellent but there are two disappoint-ments in this regardthe quaint illustrations in the chapter 'Routine Electrodiagnosis' (indeed most of this chapter might have been written before 1900) and the small scale reproduction of electromyograms in 'Clinical Applications of Electromyography' which makes the various tracings almost indistinguishable. However, the failings are generously counterbalanced by the many features of interest.
The Metabolic Basis of Inherited Disease edited by John B Stanbury MD, James B Wyngaarden MD and Donald S Fredrickson MD pp xiv+ 1,477 illustrated £11 12s New York, &c.: McGraw-Hill 1960 This book, which runs to nearly 1,500 pages, provides an authoritative account of most, but not all, of the inborn errors of metabolism. It has been edited by three distinguished American clinical scientists and written by 46 contributors. An excellent introductory chapter on 'Human Heredity and its Biochemical Bases' is provided by Eldon Sutton. This is followed by an account of various metabolic diseases which are largely arranged according to the compound or group of compounds affected, and disorders of carbohydrate, amino acid, lipid, steroid, purine, metals and porphyrin metabolism are considered in detail. The authors have wisely included an account of the normal biochemistry and metabolism of these substances before discussing the clinical, chemical and genetic aberrations that may occur as a result of inherited abnormalities. The subjects are dealt with fully and each accompanied by a very complete bibliography. This is an important and rapidly advancing front in medicine; the fact that new syndromes will have to be added and recent advances already require some modification of the present text in no way detracts from the value of this excellent book.
Arteriography by David Sutton MD MRCP FFR DMRD pp viii+322 illustrated 70s Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1962
This book deals with all aspects of arteriography, written by an expert who has had a wide experience in all the methods and procedures used in these investigations. It is very much a personal account of the author's own experience, his preference for techniques and choice of indications, which makes it the more valuable, since the methods described have been extensively tried and evaluated. The opening chapters contain very
